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THE UNIVERSITY OF RICHMOND 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Alexander Kordzaia, conductor and director 
r"featuriYJ_J 
Ruiquan Hu, piano 
Wednesday, December 5, 2012 
7:30p.m. 
Booker Hall of Music 
Camp Concert Hall 
The orchestra would like to thank 
Dr. joanne Kong for her coachings with Richuan Hu 
and assistance to the Music Director, 
ensemble-in-residence eighth blackbird 
for their work with the orchestra this semester, and 
Barbara Melton for all the help she gave whenever needed. 
I® Please silence cell phones, digital watches, and paging devices before the concert. 
UNIVERSITY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Alexander Kordzaia, conductor 
Piano Concerto No. 1 in E minor, Op. 11 
I. Allegro maestoso 
Ruiquan Hu, piano 
9nfermission 
Symphony No.7 inA major, Op. 92 
I. Poco sostenuto; vivace 
II. Allegretto 
III. Presto-Assai meno presto (trio) 
IV. Allegro con brio 
Frederic Chopin 
(1810-1849) 
Ludwig van Beethoven 
(1770-1827) 
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ALEXANDER KORDZAIA accepted the position of Music 
Director of the University of Richmond Symphony Orchestra in 
2007. In 2012 he was appointed to two positions in Cartagena, 
Colombia: Principal Guest Conductor of the Filarm6nica 
Cartagena, and Artistic Director of the Festival of Orchestras. 
A conductor and pianist, Maestro Kordzaia is a native of 
Tbilisi, the Republic of Georgia. Born into a musical family, 
he demonstrated great musical ability at an early age. At the 
age of seven, he began serious study ofthe piano and composition in Georgia's 
premiere music school. By the age of 12, he was performing as a soloist with 
orchestras and was considered a child prodigy as a composer. Soon it was evident 
to his teachers that he also had talent and a desire for conducting. By the time 
Kordzaia graduated from the Tbilisi Conservatory of Music, he was appointed as 
the Music Director and Conductor of the Georgia State Cappella and assistant 
conductor at the Tbilisi Opera House, the two most prestigious musical ensembles 
in the nation. Kordzaia led both of these groups on triumphant tours of the former 
U.S.S.R. 
He came to the United States in 1991 to further his studies in New York at the 
Mannes College of Music and the Juilliard School of Music. Since his arrival in 
the United States, Kordzaia has conducted orchestras to critical acclaim. Recent 
engagements have included the 2012 Cartagena Festival of the Orchestras in Co-
lumbia, a Carnegie Hall performance with the American Youth Harp Ensemble, 
performances with Cincinnati Symphony musicians for the American Harp Society 
National Conference, the Cincinnati Symphonietta, the Okanogan Symphony in 
Spokane, Washington, a European tour with the American Youth Harp Ensemble, 
the Charlotte Civic Orchestra, North Carolina, the University of Richmond Sym-
phony Orchestra, the Central Regional Orchestra ofVirginia (2009 and 2012), 
South Central Virginia Senior Regional Orchestra, and the 2012 All-State Virginia 
Orchestra. He appeared as an opera conductor with CPCC Opera Company in. 
Charlotte, North Carolina, served as Assistant Conductor of the Richmond Philhar-
monic Orchestra from 1999-2001, Music Director of the Richmond Philharmonic 
Orchestra from 2001-2003, Music Director of the Charlotte Civic Orchestra from 
2003-2006, and Conductor Emeritus of the Charlotte Civic Orchestra from 2006-
2007. 
Kordzaia has organized numerous international tours with the American Youth 
Harp Ensemble, as co-director and guest conductor. The critically-acclaimed 
ensemble has travelled to the Netherlands, England, Germany, Austria, Switzer-
land, Italy, and the Czech Republic. 
An active chamber musician, he has recently given concerts in Washington, D.C., 
Maryland, New York, Vienna, Austria, and Cartagena, Colombia. Kordzaia is an 
active teacher/educator and classical music advocate throughout the mid-Atlantic 
states, and is frequently invited as an adjudicator, music coach and master class 
clinician in schools and with youth music organizations throughout the country. 
He also has continued to be a frequent guest conductor and pianist in the United 
States, France, Austria, Eastern Europe, South America, Georgia and Russia. 
High School West. 
RUIQUAN {RICHUAN) HU is a sophomore at the Universi-
ty of Richmond, pursuing a Bachelor of Science in Comput-
er Science and double minors in Music and Mathematics. 
He is the recipient of the Quincy Cole Memorial Scholar-
ship and an international student scholarship. Richuan was 
born in China and moved to America during early elemen-
tary school, a few years after his parents came to America 
to study in graduate schools. His hometown is Doylestown, 
Pennsylvania, where he enjoyed attending Central Bucks 
Some of his previous awards include first place in the 2007 Northeastern 
Pennsylvania Philharmonic Competition, and in 2008 he was among a group of 
students selected by the Northeastern Pennsylvania Music Teachers Association 
to perform at Weill Recital Hall in New York. Richuan was fortunate to have 
studied piano with Tsukasa Waltich, Robert Durso, and Mark Ingerman. Last 
semester, Richuan studied with Dr. Kijanowska while Professor Richard Becker 
was on sabbatical. Currently, Richuan has the privilege of studying in Professor 
Becker's piano studio. 
Besides piano, Richuan started playing the violin in seventh grade, and studied 
with Sophie Till for three years. During high school, he participated in various 
PMEA Districts Orchestra festivals and vastly enjoys playing in ensembles. 
Richuan also plays the drums and the bass guitar for fun. Some hobbies include 
tennis and swimming. 
Acknowledgements 
I would like to sincerely thank Department of Music faculty and staff for provid-
ing such a supportive environment and making my college experience fun and 
interesting. And to my family, thank you for making it all possible. 
· --Richuan 
Pro:Jram Notes 
Piano Concerto No. 1 in E minor, Op. 11 
This concerto was written by Frederic Chopin in 1830. It was first performed that 
year in Warsaw, Poland, with the composer as soloist. The first movement can be 
said to contain roughly three themes, all reflected by the relatively lengthy intro-
duction by the orchestra. Because Chopin was mostly a composer for the piano, 
his orchestral part for this piece is relatively simple compared to the piano solo. 
The orchestra stays mostly in the background, exposing the piano to such a degree 
that the piece can be played as solo music for the piano without losing too much 
texture. However, when the pianist rests, the orchestra utilizes the full range of its 
capabilities. 
Some critics say the simple trading of sound between orchestra and piano empha-
sizes the unique sound of the piano, while others say the piece is written with bias 
for the piano, inconsiderate of the orchestra. Regardless of the technicalities, the 
music will speak for itself, and I hope you will etDOY our perfmmance. 
-RichuanHu 
Symphony No. 7 in A major, Op. 92 
Symphony No.7 was composed in 1812 when Beethoven was at the height of 
his creative powers. Incredible rhythms of the first and last movements, driving 
tempo and eruption of energy, beautifully memorable melodies of the second 
movement, and playful creativity of the third movement all make this one of the 
most played symphonies around the world and much beloved by listeners. 
Tonight is the University Symphony Orchestra's debut performance of this mag-
nificent piece. A very difficult and challenging symphony for a student orchestra, 
it proves how much this orchestra has grown. Five years ago, it was unimagina-
ble to perform this piece in concert, but today I am very proud of the ability of our 
students and community members to offer this symphony to you. So, enjoy it, 
and after the performance, please let the musicians !mow how much you liked it. 
Thank you! 
-Alexander Kordzaia 

